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EDITH COWAN UNIVERSITY STUDENT GUILD 
Statement 

HON ALAN CADBY (North Metropolitan) [6.02 pm]:  About five weeks ago I received a copy of a letter sent 
to the students of Edith Cowan University concerning their student guild.  It was signed by Mr David Lloyd, the 
council secretary.  The content of the letter criticised the guild on two fronts: firstly, its lack of financial 
accountability.  We are talking big money - $1.5 million.  Secondly, it criticised the failure of the guild to accept 
an election result.  The guild refused to accept two candidates who were successful in being elected to the guild.  
At the same time, I asked the parliamentary secretary two questions.  He confirmed that the minister had indeed 
been contacted by the university on this issue.  I decided to request a meeting with the Vice-Chancellor, 
Millicent Poole, who was gracious enough to meet me.  I listened very carefully to what she said.  I felt so 
strongly about the issue that I released a press statement that basically called on the minister to pull the guild into 
line.  I know it was a hopeful effort, but that reflected the way I felt.  

Following the press release, I was contacted by the guild president, Mr Robert Amos O’Callahan, who wanted to 
put his side of the story.  About four weeks ago, I met with Robert and Mr Ray Wyatt, who occupies a 
managerial position with the guild.  The meeting of three hours was very productive and the time went very 
quickly, so obviously I enjoyed it.  At the meeting I was presented with a two-page letter, which gives the guild’s 
point of view.  I seek leave of the House to incorporate the letter in Hansard rather than read it now.  

Leave granted.  

The following material was incorporated - 
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2 Bradford Street 
Mount Lawley WA 6050 

13 April 2004 

Mr. Alan Cadby, MLC 
Parliament House, 
PERTH WA. 

Dear Mr. Cadby, 

INCORRECT AND MISLEADING STATEMENTS CIRCULATED BY SENIOR REPRESENTATIVES 
OF EDITH COWAN UNIVERSITY. 
At your invitation I write to confirm briefly the information that has been provided to you concerning a 
campaign against the ECU Guild conducted by a small number of senior executives at Edith Cowan University. 

As I understand it, after the University placed the Guild into liquidation in 1999 it acquired, at firesale prices, the 
Guild’s major sources of revenue - the Taverns and the vending machines.  Until the end of 2002 the Guild was 
under the de facto control of the University but, despite public claims to the contrary, the University did not 
provide adequate resources for the Guild to function.  The consequence was that the Guild only provided those 
services sanctioned by the University and accumulated debts. 

In December 2002 the State Parliament passed legislation introducing Amenities and Services Fees which were 
to be collected by the University and passed to Guilds in proportion to the number of students who were 
members of the Guild (but not less than 50%).  ECU was opposed to the legislation which finally was passed 
with the provision restricting the other Universities from discouraging Guild membership not being applied to 
ECU.  In the meantime ECU through a Committee chaired by an ECU Pro Vice Chancellor and including 
“representatives of the Guild” who had not been elected by students (one was not even a member but had 
University support) had organised a complicated arrangement to capture 43% of the A & S Fees for “Units and 
Entities” which were funded by the university.  This was based on Statutes drafted by the University and 
inconsistent with the legislation passed by State Parliament. 

The incoming Senate, having received legal advice that the ECU approach was unlawful, refused to accept the 
deal and sought arbitration in accordance with the statutes.  The University declined and withheld funds from the 
Guild in an attempt to gain compliance.  When legal action was threatened, some money was released to the 
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Guild but approval to expend from A & S Fees was withheld until 20 June 2003.  The Guild had to manage 
without resources; with inherited debts; and without access to the funds that State Parliament had sought to 
provide. 

The impasse was broken by agreement (recorded in Council and Committee minutes) to use “transitional 
provisions” for the 2003 Agreement and Fees and to revise the statutes in consultation with the Guild before the 
2004 Fees Allocation Deed was negotiated.  Under this the Guild agreed to provide its financial accounts and 
have them audited; the University agreed (through Warren Snell) that the strict requirements on reporting 
expenditure could not be met in relation to 2003 and would not be required.  This was confirmed in e-mail and 
facsimile messages.  In about January the Senior University Representatives indicated that the Guild would be 
required to observe the strict statute provisions.  Interestingly, the University is also bound by the Statute 
provisions but has made no attempt to comply with them - which we say is further evidence of the existence of 
the “transitional arrangements” agreement. 

The University not having accounted for the 2003 fees is now withholding in the order of $500,000 of 2004 fees 
- allegedly in retribution for not receiving “any financial reports” from the Guild.  This statement is untrue and 
was known to be untrue when it was made.  Further we are advised that there is no legal basis for denying the 
clear intention of Parliament and detaining the funding. 

The University (through Naomi Yellowlees and Steve Abbott) was given complete details of expenditure to date 
on 3 October 2003 - confirmed by emails and statements by Steve Abbott in Council Meeting (19 February 
2004).  Financial reports covering the first 2 quarters prepared by Newman Partners were given to members of 
University Council on 19 February 2004.  The leaks to the media and correspondence alleging “failure to 
provide any financial reports” commenced on or about 10 March 2004.   

Financial Reports covering the third and fourth quarters were provided to University representatives on 30 march 
2004 (hard copy sent 31 March 2004).  The first 2 quarters have been audited and the final audit has 
commenced.  Those figures are to be provided to the University in accordance with Statute 11 by 31 May 2004. 

It is clear that the Guild has more than met its obligations under the transitional agreement.  Unfortunately the 
University has not met its obligations and has launched a further expensive attack on the Guild at a time when 
students will be deciding whether to opt out of Guild membership.  When students opt out, the Amenities and 
Services fee is retained by the University.  The University’s pecuniary interest in knowingly denigrating the 
Guild is obvious and, we submit, reprehensible. 

Thank you for taking the time to listen to our explanation. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Rob. Amos O’Callaghan) 
President and Student Representative on University Council. 

 

Hon ALAN CADBY:  It seems to me that the relationship between ECU and its student guild is in serious 
difficulty.  It is in the interests of the community that this situation be overcome.  I get the feeling that they are 
like two immovable objects - not one of them will move.  Some form of mediation is required.  I think the 
interpretation of the minister’s legislation is the central issue.  I seek the intervention of the minister to overcome 
this difficulty that both parties face.  It is not in the best interests of the guild, the university or the community 
for this to continue for too long.  I therefore call on the minister, or one of his agents, to in some way mediate for 
these two groups so that the guild can get on with doing what guilds do and the university can do what it is 
supposed to do, rather than focus too much energy on a situation in which there can be no winner. 
 


